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The question of modernity–die Neuzeit–retains a pressing relevance in
today’s era of disruption, reaction-formation, apocalyptic imaginaries, and
dizzying technological change. Thinking theoretically about culture amidst
the multiple crises shaping the contemporary world is both difficult and
necessary. This year, we focus on the sign, the sacred, and the body politic,
and consider how these relate to classic modern aspirations for freedom and
solidarity. 

The conference brings together graduate students, visiting scholars, faculty
fellows, and keynote speakers in a two-day gathering aimed at fostering
sustained and in-depth dialogue. 

Alien-Nation(s): Tensions in the Body Politic from the Body of Christ to Modern Identity Politics
Arendt, Fanon, and the Worldly Formation of Political Responsibility

Expanding a Relational Model of Moral Injury
Multi-Archival Reading: Confronting Literary Instability through French Studies in the Face of Modernity Past and Present
After the Ritual: Food Rules, Contamination Anxiety, and Everyday Boundary Repair in Northeast China Shamanic Healing

The Cadaverous Gaze of Care: Urban Human Suffering and the Non-Ethics of Ethnography
Reviving Ritual in Modern Life: Reactivation, Transformation, and Limits in Contemporary China

Imperial Legacies Confronting Colonialism: The Case of China's Multiple Imperialities
Self in Modernity: A Triadic Model of the Self in Cultural Sociology

Cooperative Semiotics: The Changing Meaning of Alternative Modernization in China
The Semiotic Engine of the Chinese Revolution: Synecdoche, Figural Realism, and the Transformation of Historical Experiences
Homo Bureaucraticus: The Explosion and Implosion of an Independent Bureaucratic Field in Ming Dynasty China, 1368–1644

That characteristic indolence': Unpacking the Phenomenon of Constitutional Apathy in the Founding-Era US
Racial Capture: Embodiment, Discourse, and Power in Professional Basketball

Gendered Universe-Maintenance: Wives, Marriage, and the Restoration of Evangelical Leaders Accused of Sexual Abuse
Contesting or Protecting the Memory of the Genocide against the Tutsi: Mnemonic Battles in a Postcolonial Memoryscape

The Crisis of Representation: Ambiguous Names and Symbols on January 6th, 2021
Culture at Its Limits: Symbolic Order and Crisis in Late Modernity

"We Don't Search For Songs, WE Search For Memories": Nostalgia, Iconicity, And Sacred Symbolic Longing
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